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DESCRIPTION SCHEDULE

Landlord Tenant Law
underwent major shifts in
recent years and continues to
experience change including
evolving statutory reforms,
appellate developments, and
changes in federal fair‑housing
policy. In this seminar,
presenters will provide
practical guidance on
cutting‑edge issues, ethics
updates, rent‑increase rules,
settlement considerations, and
key tenant defenses.  

CHAIRS 
Eric Steven – Steven Law Office,
Spokane

FACULTY
Christopher Cutting – Cutting
Law Office PC, Seattle 
Marley J. Hochendoner –
Northwest Fair Housing Alliance,
Spokane
Devin Poulson – Northwest
Justice Project, Wenatchee
Sandra Schilling – Washington
State Bar Association, Seattle
Eric Steven – Steven Law Office,
Spokane 
Travis Scott Eller – Eller Law
Firm, Seattle
Michelle Myers – Steven Law
Office, Spokane

8:55 a.m. > Welcome and Introductions   
Eric Steven – Steven Law Office, Spokane

9:00 a.m. > Cutting Edge Issues in Landlord-Tenant Law  
60 minutes, 1.0 credit L&LP   
Washington’s landlord‑tenant legal framework has shifted from long‑settled
doctrine to constant reinvention. State and local governments now enact major
changes annually, and federal laws play a growing role in residential cases. With
right‑to‑counsel implementation and a sharp rise in appeals, new decisions are
rapidly reshaping unlawful detainer practice. This presentation distills the most
active areas of litigation and highlights the issues poised to generate the next
wave of disputes, giving attorneys a clearer understanding of the shifting
landscape and the themes that increasingly shape outcomes

Travis Scott Eller – Eller Law Firm, Seattle

8:40 a.m. > Webcast Log-In Opens 

10:00 a.m. > Federal Fair Housing Policy Shifts: What Washington
Landlord-Tenant Attorneys Need to Know   
30 minutes, 0.5 credits L&LP   
Recent changes in federal housing policy have altered HUD’s fair housing
enforcement priorities and withdrawn several previously issued guidance
documents. These developments raise important questions for attorneys
representing landlords, tenants, and housing providers. This CLE will examine
the practical legal implications of these changes, including the status of
guidance related to disparate impact liability, criminal history screening,
assistance animals, and other compliance issues. The session will also explore
how Washington State and local fair housing laws continue to apply—even
where federal enforcement priorities have shifted—and offer practical strategies
for advising clients in this evolving legal environment. 

Marley J. Hochendoner – Northwest Fair Housing Alliance, Spokane

10:45 a.m. > The Ethics of Communication and Solicitation
45 minutes, 0.75 credits Ethics    
When do you have to say it?  What can you say?  What can’t you say?
Professional Responsibility Counsel will review the ethical rules of solicitation and
communication as they affect lawyers dealing with their clients, the courts, and
the public. 

Sandra Schilling – Washington State Bar Association, Seattle

10:30 a.m. > BREAK
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11:30 a.m. > Case Law update with Eric Steven   
60 minutes, 1.0 credits L&LP   
This session will explore WA appellate cases reported over the last couple of
years interpreting the rights and liabilities emanating out of several years of
progressive statutory reform. Over the last decade, the WA legislature has
enacted numerous statutes enhancing both tenant protections and landlord
procedural requirements. These new laws regulate landlords' ability to enforce
tenant rules and provide tenants with both protections and new claims against
landlords. Many of the new laws appear poorly drafted, vague, and susceptible to
multiple interpretations. Ultimately, we look to the courts to interpret new laws
and provide guidance through appellate advocacy. 

Eric Steven – Steven Law Office, Spokane

12:30 p.m. > LUNCH on Your Own 

4:00 p.m. > Adjourn • Complete Online Evaluations  

DESCRIPTION

1:30 p.m. > Rent Increases 2026 
45 minutes, 0.75 credits L&LP   
During this presentation, participants will explore how to increase rent for
residential tenants, local law considerations, and what we've learned about rent
control after 12 months of implementation.   

Chris Cutting – Cutting Law Office, PC, Seattle

2:15 p.m. > Settlement agreements / RARs / 
Notice Timelines / VAWA / CARES  
45 minutes, 0.75 credits L&LP    
This program provides a practical overview of specific practical issues prevalent
in residential eviction practice under Washington law. It covers key notice
requirements, procedural considerations in unlawful detainer actions, litigation
strategies, and compliance issues arising under federal and state law. Attendees
will gain practical guidance on avoiding common pitfalls and navigating the
evolving Washington State landlord-tenant landscape.   

Michelle Myers – Steven Law Office, Spokane

3:00 p.m. > BREAK

3:15 p.m. > Tenant Defenses  
45 minutes, 0.75 credits L&LP   
Session description    

Presenter – Law firm
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​​2026 Landlord Tenant Law Updates 
​Wednesday, May 27, 2026 • #​ 26709 WEB

REGISTRATION

To register online, please go to the registration page. Click to add to cart and complete your purchase. You
may pay by credit card, or via ACH. Alternatively, you may print and mail an invoice seven business days prior
to the program along with your check payable to WSBA. Credit card payments by mail or fax are no longer
accepted. Note, our service provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all
bank card transactions. 

Effective Oct. 1, 2025, applicable sales tax will be applied to all live seminar registrations (in-person or virtual).
For more information, refer to changes to Washington sales tax law.

Please omit my name from the networking list made available to exhibitors and/or attendees.

If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 1-800-945-9722.

PRICING INFORMATION

#​ 26709 WEB, attend via webcast, 5/27/26

ONLINE > Go to www.wsbacle.org and enter ​​26709 in the search box. Payment by credit card.

PHONE > Call 800-945-9722 or 206-443-9722 with credit card and registration/order form in hand. Our service
provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all bank card transactions.

In most circumstances, if you cannot attend the live event, we can transfer your registration to the on-
demand product, once available (8-10 weeks from the program delivery date). Generally, for webcast/
webinar registrations, tuition fees may be refunded, less $25 for processing, for written cancellations
postmarked, emailed, or faxed up to the start of the event. For in-person registrations, tuition fees may be
refunded, less $25 for processing, for written cancellations postmarked, emailed, or faxed by 5 p.m. up to
three business days before the event. No refunds will be provided after the dates specified. You may also
send a substitute in lieu of canceling. When applicable, specific exceptions to these policies will be noted on
individual event registration pages. Please email cle@wsba.org with any requests or questions.

Seminar Registration Transfers, Refunds and Cancellations

$275 - Standard/Non-Section Members

$250 - New Members*

​*Active members of the Washington State Bar Association will be considered New Members through the
calendar end of the tenth year following admittance to practice in the state.

https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/CLEStore/CLECalendar/MeetingDetails.aspx?productId=28420562
https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/CLEStore/CLECalendar/MeetingDetails.aspx?productId=28420562
https://dor.wa.gov/taxes-rates/sales-use-tax-rates
mailto:cle@wsba.org
http://www.wsbacle.org/
mailto:cle@wsba.org?subject=myWSBA%20Refund%20request%20or%20question
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