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12:55 p.m. > Welcome and Introductions
Jennifer Holderman – Washington State Bar Association, Seattle

2:00 p.m. > Avoiding Implicit Bias in Appellate Advocacy     
60 minutes, 1.0 credit Ethics - Equity        
As lawyers, we want to ensure that what we write is clear, understood, and free of
unintended messages.  In addition, as officers of the court, we play a role in
eradicating bias within the legal system. This session will explore how to identify
implicit and explicit bias in language and examine recent Washington Supreme
Court jurisprudence to better understand how our state supreme court is addressing
and accounting for implicit bias as well as institutional and systemic racism.  

Melissa Lee – Seattle University School of Law, Seattle
Jessica Levin – Seattle University School of Law, Seattle

12:40 p.m. > Webcast Log-In Opens This session examines how
implicit and explicit bias can
appear in legal writing and
advocacy, guiding attorneys to
recognize harmful language
patterns and understand how
recent Washington Supreme
Court decisions address systemic
and institutional bias. It also
provides practical appellate
insights, helping trial counsel
make strong records, preserve
issues for review, and evaluate
whether pursuing an appeal aligns
with ethical and strategic
considerations.   

FACULTY
Melissa Lee – Seattle University
School of Law, Seattle
Jessica Levin – Seattle University
School of Law, Seattle
Catherine W Smith – Smith
Goodfriend, P.S., Seattle
Howard Goodfriend – Smith
Goodfriend, P.S., Seattle
Phil Talmadge – Talmadge
Fitzpatrick PLLC, Seattle

4:15 p.m. > Adjourn • Complete Online Evaluations  

1:00 p.m. > What Trial Counsel Needs to Know About Appeals      
60 minutes, 1.0 credits L&LP
During this session, presenters will provide practical advice for trial counsel on
making a record and preserving arguments for appeal.  

Catherine W Smith – Smith Goodfriend, P.S., Seattle  
Howard Goodfriend – Smith Goodfriend, P.S., Seattle 

3:15 p.m. > When is an Appeal Appealing       
60 minutes, 0.5 credits L&LP, 0.5 Ethics  
During this session, former Washington State Supreme Court Justice will delve
into the process when considering whether or not to pursue an appeal. Ethical,
legal and practical considerations must be explored, supporting long-range goals
and strategies to address your client’s needs. 

Phil Talmadge – Talmadge Fitzpatrick PLLC, Seattle  

3:00 p.m. > BREAK  
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REGISTRATION

PRICING INFORMATION

ONLINE > Go to www.wsbacle.org and enter 27650 in the search box. Payment by credit card.

PHONE > Call 800-945-9722 or 206-443-9722 with credit card and registration/order form in hand. Our service
provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all bank card transactions.

To register online, please go to the registration page. Click to add to cart and complete your purchase. You
may pay by credit card, or via ACH. Alternatively, you may print and mail an invoice seven business days prior
to the program along with your check payable to WSBA. Credit card payments by mail or fax are no longer
accepted. Note, our service provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all
bank card transactions. 

Effective Oct. 1, 2025, applicable sales tax will be applied to all live seminar registrations (in-person or virtual).
For more information, refer to changes to Washington sales tax law.

In most circumstances, if you cannot attend the live event, we can transfer your registration to the on-
demand product, once available (8-10 weeks from the program delivery date). Generally, for webcast/
webinar registrations, tuition fees may be refunded, less $25 for processing, for written cancellations
postmarked, emailed, or faxed up to the start of the event. For in-person registrations, tuition fees may be
refunded, less $25 for processing, for written cancellations postmarked, emailed, or faxed by 5 p.m. up to
three business days before the event. No refunds will be provided after the dates specified. You may also
send a substitute in lieu of canceling. When applicable, specific exceptions to these policies will be noted on
individual event registration pages. Please email cle@wsba.org with any requests or questions.

Seminar Registration Transfers, Refunds and Cancellations

Please omit my name from the networking list made available to exhibitors and/or attendees.

If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 1-800-945-9722.

$129 - Standard

#27650 WEB, attend via webcast, 10/12/26

*Active members of the Washington State Bar Association will be considered New Members through the
calendar end of the tenth year following admittance to practice in the state. The store will automatically
discount registration, if applicable, during checkout. 

$99 – New Members*

http://www.wsbacle.org/
https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/CLEStore/CLECalendar/MeetingDetails.aspx?productId=28976480
https://dor.wa.gov/taxes-rates/sales-use-tax-rates
mailto:cle@wsba.org?subject=myWSBA%20Refund%20request%20or%20question
mailto:cle@wsba.org
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